
1 

 

Baltic Yearbook of International Law 

Volume 24, 2025 

 

 

Editors-in-Chief: 

Lauri Mälksoo, Ineta Ziemele, Dainius Žalimas 

(Tartu)  (Riga)   (Vilnius) 

 

Managing Editor: 

Ligita Gjortlere, M.Sci.Soc., Riga Graduate School of Law 

 

Language Editor: 

Uldis Brūns, B.A., LL.B., G.D.L.P. 

 

Editorial Board: 

 

Lyra Jakulevičienė (Professor, Mykolas Romeris University) – Tanel Kerikmäe 

(Professor, Tallinn University of Technology) – Kristi Land (Estonian Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, Director of the International Law Division; Legal Department) – Egils 

Levits (Former President of the Republic of Latvia, former Judge at the Court of Justice 

of the EU) – Mārtiņš Mits (Judge, Constitutional Court of Latvia, former Judge at the 

European Court of Human Rights) – Tiina Pajuste (Professor of International Law and 

Security Studies, Tallinn University) – Vilenas Vadapalas (Attorney at Law; former 

judge of the General Court of the EU) – René Värk (Associate Professor, University of 

Tartu) – Pēteris Zilgalvis (Judge of the General Court of the EU) 

 

Advisory Board: 

 

Gudmundur Alfredsson (Professor Emeritus, University of Akureyri; Visiting 

Professor, University of Strasbourg) – Theo van Boven (Professor Emeritus of 

International Law, University of Maastricht) – Andrew Drzemczewski (Visiting 

Professor at Middlesex University; former staff member of the Council of Europe) – 

John Dugard (Professor Emeritus of Public International Law, University of Leiden; 



2 

 

Professor Emeritus of Law, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg) – Asbjorn 

Eide (Founder of the Norwegian Institute of Human Rights, University of Olso) – 

Christine Gray (Professor Emeritus in International Law, University of Cambridge) – 

Mahulena Hofmann (Professor, Chair at the University of Luxembourg) – Göran 

Melander (Professor Emeritus of International Law, University of Lund) – Allan Rosas 

(Former Judge at the Court of Justice of the EU) – Bruno Simma (Arbitrator, Iran-

United States Claims Tribunal; Former Judge, International Court of Justice) – Brigitte 

Stern (Professor Emeritus of International Law, University of Paris I) – Rüdiger 

Wolfrum (Professor, Former Director, Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public 

Law and International Law) 

 



 

3 

 

Contents 

 

Special Theme: International Law Themes in Latvian universities and 

beyond ............................................................................................................... ………5 

Editorial Note ................................................................................................................. 6 

Ineta Ziemele 

Friedrich F. Martens - One of the Most Distinguished Lawyers of Baltic Origin in 

International Law ........................................................................................................... 8 

Jānis Grasis 

Jus Cogens and Systemic Integration: Reconciling the Fragmentation of International 

Law .............................................................................................................................. 17 

Elīna Sintija Lapiņa 

Direct Liability of Private Law Legal Persons in International Public Law ................ 39 

Jāzeps Gribusts 

The Importance of the Geopolitical Context in the Case Law of the European Court of 

Human Rights and the Constitutional Court of Latvia ................................................ 63 

Inese Freimane-Deksne 

The Principle of Self-defending Democracy: Latvia’s Experience ........................... 100 

Viktorija Soņeca 

Legal Components of a Latvian Compensation Claim at the International Court of 

Justice ......................................................................................................................... 121 

Ieva Miļūna 

The Challenge of Global AI Governance: The U.S., China, and the EU in a Comparative 

Perspective ................................................................................................................. 138 

Vija Kalniņa, Lily Noyes 

Balancing Innovation and Responsibility: Legal and Ethical Challenges of AI in the 

Justice Systems of Albania and Latvia ...................................................................... 161 

Iris Shkelzen Berisha, Irēna Liepiņa 

To Target or Not To Target: Distinction Assessment in Cyberspace and Russia’s War 

of Aggression against Ukraine ................................................................................... 181 

Yaroslav Halieiev 



 

4 

 

Codifying the Machine: AI, Legal Evidence, and Doctrinal Gaps in the Dossier of War 

Crimes Committed against Ukraine ........................................................................... 202 

Nasir Qadri 

Distinguishing Licensed Crypto Transactions from Money Laundering under Latvian 

Law ............................................................................................................................ 230 

Liene Neimane 

Elements of Practices of the Baltic States in International Law ......................... 245 

Republic of Estonia Materials on International Law 2024 ........................................ 246 

René Värk 

Republic of Latvia Materials on International Law 2024 .......................................... 272 

Vineta Bei 

  



 

5 

 

 

 

Special Theme: International Law Themes in Latvian 

Universities and Beyond



Editorial Note 

6 

 

Editorial Note 

 

Ineta Ziemele* 

 

Volume 24 of the Baltic Yearbook of International Law, the articles for which were 

received in 2025, features research on international law and international affairs being 

undertaken at Latvian universities. Researchers at the Riga Graduate School of Law, 

the University of Latvia, Rīga Stradiņš University and the Vidzeme University of 

Applied Sciences have successfully contributed to this volume. It is notable that a 

number of Latvian researchers have contributed their collaborative work with 

researchers outside Latvia to this volume and that the volume also features international 

research on themes which are of particular relevance to the region, notably the Russian 

Federation’s aggression towards Ukraine in a technology driven epoque.  

It is striking that the contributions included in this volume, taken as a whole, 

strongly represent the story and identity of the Baltic States in international normative 

processes over a considerable time. In terms of history and theory of international law, 

the article by Jānis Grasis about Friedrich F. Martens, whose 180th birthday was 

commemorated in 2025, and the articles by Elīna Sintija Lapiņa and Jāzeps Gribusts 

regarding elements consolidating and strengthening the international legal order 

showcase the tradition in, and position of, the Baltic States. They emphasise that 

international law is important and that, despite major challenges, the role of those actors 

who believe in the rule of law, is more important than ever. 

At the same time, the experience in the Baltic States shows that the democratic 

world cannot be naive. There are many regimes in the world which want to undermine 

the world order, as it has evolved since 1945, and this issue has to be dealt with properly. 

There are many cases in the judicial practice of Latvia and others that are internationally 

relevant to Latvian based litigation, where the principle of self-defending democracy 

has been the key to searching for the right balance between the protection of individual 

rights, on the one hand, and the interests of a democratic society, on the other. The 

analysis carried out in their articles by Inese Freimane – Deksne and Viktorija Soņeca, 

respectively, will be of great interest to a wider audience around the world. The story 

                                                 
* Co-Editor-in-Chief. 
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of the Baltic States in international law shows the message that justice remains a value 

that the world should strive to achieve and that international law ought to be applied to 

achieve justice. It is not surprising that the work on calculating the damages that Latvia 

suffered during the Soviet occupation is on-going and that the issue of submitting a 

claim for these damages against the Russian Federation has not been taken off the 

agenda in Latvia. The article by Ieva Miļūna is part of this on-going work. 

Finally, the articles on artificial intelligence in different international legal 

contexts by Vija Kalniņa, Iris Shkelzen Berisha and Irēna Liepiņa, and Qadri Nasir 

show not only that Latvia has a strong scientific base in the field of artificial 

intelligence, but that questions are also being asked as to how this technology can affect 

relevant legal notions, and their practical use in justice systems and global governance. 

Cyberspace and the digital capital therein, among others, is the new reality. The article 

by Liene Neimane on money laundering and crypto-asset transactions tackles but one 

legal question that comes up in this space, while the questions posed by Yaroslav 

Halieiev in the context of cyberspace and the Russia-Ukraine war, deals with the notion 

of cyberattacks on military objects. These articles provide an insight into the way that 

challenges to established notions in international public and private law through the 

new opportunities available in cyberspace or enabled by artificial intelligence, are 

addressed by scholars in Latvia and elsewhere, contributing to global academic 

reflection. 

The volume concludes with highlights about the state practice of the three Baltic 

States which are relevant to the application and development of international law. These 

reports enable a world-wide audience to follow the voice of these three States in 

international normative processes. 

 

 


