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JUGENDSTILA
RIGAS SKAISTAKAIS NAMS

Cilvéces ilgas péc dailes un
lidzsvara it visa savijuSas Alberta
ielas 13. nama mdros. Tie jau simt
gadu sarga skaistas dzivosanas
makslu. Lepna nama fasade pievelk
harmonijas un skaistuma meklétajus
no talam zemém, tacu patiesais
nama dailes baudijums atklajas vien
tiem, kuri garamgajéjiem pavid aiz
nama logiem. Nams dasni apvelti
savéjos, lepojoties un atbalstot tos
vinu ikdienas darba. Ik ritu, sakot ar
pirmo gludo misina roktura pie-
skarienu, nams gada, lai darbiem
iedvesmotu ta detalu harmonija. Tas
véro, lai nobranéjusa parketa
¢ikstéSana un uguns podinu krasni
netraucétu darba dunai. Tomér
milaka dienas dala namam ir véla
pécpusdiena, kad ar labi padarita
darba sajutu ta smagas durvis ver
majupgajéji, vél reizi patika novér-
téjot kapnu flizu musturu un sienu
ornamentu spéles.

Tacu nams nav viens dailes
véstnieks, jo to ka pérli ietver
jugendstila véstures un arhitektdras
Sedevri, kuru formu bagatiba devusi
Rigai pasaules slavu. Pilsétas
dibinatajam biskapam Albertam
veltitas ielas malas sarindojusies ta
laikabiedri, kas gremdéjas stastos
par senako greznibu un sacensas
spodrinot savas neatkartojamas
fasades.

Jagendstila Rigas skaistakais
nams Alberta un Strélnieku ielu
krustojuma ir rokas stiepiena
attaluma no Vecrigas - klusaja
centra, starp Elizabetes un Dzirnavu
ielam.
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THE MOST BEAUTIFUL
ART NOUVEAU BUILDING IN RIGA

The human longing for beauty
and balance is totally captured within
the walls of the building at No. 13
Alberta Street (Alberta iela 13) in
Riga. For a hundred years now these
walls have provided a haven for the
art of beautiful living. The proud
facade of this building attracts
seekers of harmony and beauty from
faraway lands, but the real joy of the
beauty of this building presents itself
to those who look out from within at
the world passing by. This building
generously enchants its inhabitants
and supports them in their everyday
work. The building impresses and
inspires with its harmony of detail.
The absolute best time of day in this
building is late afternoon when the
heavy doors prepare to close after
the last office workers depart, once
again engaged by the designs of the
stairwell tile-work and by the
interplay of its decorative wall
ornaments.

This building is like a pearl,
reflecting a masterpiece of art
nouveau history and architecture
with a richness of form that has
brought great fame to the city of
Riga. This street, named after Bishop
Albert, the founder of Riga, is graced
by row upon row of houses of the
same period, each showing off the
superiority of its unique and
inimitable facade.

The most beautiful of these Riga
buildings stands at the place where
Alberta and Strelnieku streets meet,
but a stone’s throw from Old Riga,
lying quietly between Elizabetes iela
and Dzirnavu iela.




NAMA SAIMNIECE - RIGAS
JURIDISKA AUGSTSKOLA

Rigas Juridiska augstskola ir
nama saimniece kops 1998. gada.
Més esam atgriezusi krasSnajai
pérlei, kas daudzus gadu desmitus
bija pamesta novarta un bija gauzi
bédiga stavokli, tas sakotnéjo
spozumu.

Nama restauracija ilga tris
gadus. Precizi atjaunota ne tikai
ékas fasade, bet ari visas vertigas
detalas bagatigi apdarinatajas
iekStelpas, péc iespéjas saglabajot
originalos elementus - apgleznotos

griestus, kapnu telpas ar to
vitrazam, cilnus, kaminus, ar ipasu
raptbu atjaunotas ap cetrdesmit
podinu  krasnu  visdazadakajas
krasas.

Lai respektétu nama buav-
inZeniera  Mihaila  EizenSteina
izsmalcinato arhitektonisko kom-
poziciju, restauracijas procesa tika
izmantotas modernakas pieejamas
tehnologijas.

Rigas Juridiskas augstskolas un
Alberta ielas 13. ékas inauguracijas
pasakuma 2001. gada piedalijas
Zviedrijas kronprincese Viktorija un
Latvijas Valsts prezidente Vaira
Vike-Freiberga.
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HOST OF THE BUILDING - RIGA
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF LAW

Since 1998 the Riga Graduate
School of Law (RGSL) as owner of
the building has restored this
magnificent architectural pearl to
its original splendour following
many decades of poor mainte-
nance.

Restoration of the building
took three years. Not only the
external fagade of the building but
also its rich interior detail was
restored as closely as possible to its
original elements, with painted
ceilings, stairwells, stained glass
windows, contoured relief, fire-
places, and special attention to the
forty tile stoves with their diversity
of colours.

In order to respect the detailed
architectonic ~ composition  of
building designer Michael
Eisenstein, the restoration process
employed the most advanced
available technologies.

The 2001 inauguration of the
restored Alberta iela 13 premises of
the Riga Graduate School of Law
was graced by the attendance of
Crown Princess Victoria of Sweden
and by Latvian President Vaira
Vike-Freiberga.




EKAS AUTORS - JUGENDSTILA
GENLJS —,,TRAKAIS KONDITORS”

Tiksminoties par jagendstila
pérli — 13. namu, batu gréks nezinat
kaut dazus faktus par ta arhitektu,
dekorativa  jagendstila  aizsacéju
Latvija — Mihailu EizenSteinu. Vins
dzimis 1867. gada Péterburga gimeng,
kas piederéja no Vacijas iebraukusu
un Krievijas sabiedriba asimiléjusos
ebreju dzimtai. Uz Rigu parcélies
1897. gada.

Mihails Eizensteins bija Rigas
pilsétas celtniecibas departamenta
prieksnieks, ari istenais valsts padom-
nieks, kas péc ranga bija lidzvértigs
generala pakapei. Ka augstakas klases
ierédnim vinam netrdka ne naudas, ne
slavas, tacu kads iekséjs dzinulis lika
vinam uzsakt savu arhitekta praksi,
turklat visai skandalozu un tiem
laikiem gana pretrunigu.

Ka jau parasti modes avangardu,
arl jagendstilu sabiedriba sakotnéji
uztver visai skeptiski. Bavinzenieris
Mihails Eizensteins izpelnas nezéligu
kritiku: trakais konditors izcako majas
ka tortes!... Vina projektétos namus
déveé par kikam, kas pardekorétas ar
putukréjumu. ,,Trakais konditors”, starp
citu, ir autors lielakajai dalai Alberta
ielas namu.

Tacu driz vien ridzinieki vina
namus iemilo un Mihailu EizenSteinu
pat sak dévét par jugendstila karali un
géniju, kur$ apveltits ar drosmi, kas
nepiecieSama, lai noteiktu jaunu arhi-
tektdras stilu, kas bija pretruna ar Riga
pienemto manieri — atdarinat galvas-
pilsétas, tolaik — Sanktpéterburgas —
stingras klasicisma formas.

Ka liecina slavena bavinzZeniera
déla kinoreZisora Sergeja EizenSteina
pieraksti, vina tévs, keroties pie jaunas
majas projekta, tostarp ari 13. nama,
vispirms zimé ta fasadi. lezimé katru
figuru, ornamentus, rotajumus, tikai
péc tam veic planojumu, atbilstosi
fasadei.

Ka augstajam aprindam pie-
deroSa galma amatpersona Mihails
Eizensteins baudija visnotal priviligétu
stavokli sabiedriba, un masu nams var
lepoties, ka to radijis istens jagendstila
génijs.
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ART NOUVEAU GENIUS OR
“CRAZY CONFECTIONER”

In our endless delight at this art
nouveau pearl on Alberta iela 13, it
would be a sin not to know about its
architect, the founder of art nouveau
in Latvia, Michael Eisenstein. He was
born in St. Petersburg in 1867 to a
family of German-Jewish heritage,
which had become well established
among  Russian  social circles.
Eisenstein relocated to Riga in 1897.

Michael Eisenstein was head of
the Riga City Public Works Department
and also a senior government advisor
with accredited status, in those days
considered equivalent to the rank of
general. As the senior civil servant that
he was, he lacked neither resources
nor fame and yet some deeper instinct
led him to open his architect’s office.

As with any avant-garde fashion,
the art nouveau idea was initially
treated with some scepticism. Michael
Eisenstein earned some criticism, as a
crazy confectioner producing buildings
like cakes! His projects were likened to
gigantic cream gateaux. This “Crazy
Confectioner” was, as it turned out,
the designer of most of the buildings
to be found on Alberta iela.

Soon enough, city dwellers fell in
love with buildings by Michael
Eisenstein, whom they regarded as the
King of art nouveau. His was a genius
endowed with such courage as to
dictate the new style of architecture in
Riga, in contrast to the accepted
fashion of the time, an imitation of the
strong classical forms of St. Petersburg.

As the great designer’s son, the
famous film director Sergei Eisenstein
was to note later that his father, in any
new building project, including that at
Albertaiela 13, first sketched the outer
facade with figures, ornamentations,
and decorations. The master plan was
then drafted to accommodate the
facade.

As a member of the social elite,
Michael Eisenstein enjoyed a highly
privileged position in society. Our
building bears the blessing of the
original art nouveau genius of Riga.




NAMS - JUGENDSTILA PERLE

Nama fasadi var vérot
stundam. Ta ir ka savdabiga
maskarade, kura ir gan karikatdras,
gan S3arzi, kas nevienu neatstaj
vienaldzigu. Skulpturaliem cilniem
piesatinati ir vairaku pakapju
zelmeni, kas aizpilditi ar maskam,
pukiem, kartusam. Skiet, ar mums
runa mitu un legendu pasaule.

Nama fasadé daudzviet izman-
toti Rigas jugendstila izplatitie
sievietes téli. Tie redzami gan virs
galvenas dzegas, gan ékas starl.
Centrala maska ar starojosu
diadému ir brivibas, saules un
uzvaras simbols.

Dazas skulptaras - daila
dzimuma parstaves — ir stipri aiz-
domajusas, citas valSkigi smaida.
Virs katra loga - teatrala bez sapém
kliedzoSa mute. Sievietes téls
simbolizé ne tikai dailumu, bet ari
paradizi, bet virietis ar zirga kajam -
elli.

Bruninieku galvas raugas, lai
sieviSkais skaistums bdtu pienacigi
apsargats. Ziedu un geometrisko
formu kartojuma ievijas claskas —
uzmanibas un viltibas simbols,
savukart laimes putnu simbolizé
pavs ar krasni izplestu asti.

Ekas galvena fasade sasniedz
neapvalditu  dekorativismu. Tas
iedvesmas avots - lietiSka maksla -
kura bavinZenieris Mihails Eizen-
Steins ir iztrakojies péc sirds patikas:
gan durvju rokturos, gan apgaismes
kermenos, gan zvanu gredzenos
jugendstils deformé visus konven-
cionalas arhitektdras elementus.
Pat logs nedrikst bat tads ka
parasti, jo tas ir reprezentacijas
spogulis galvenaja fasadé.
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THE BUILDING -
AN ART NOUVEAU PEARL

One can study the facade of this
building for hours on end: the
characters and caricatures cannot
fail to impress. The sculpted relief
work is filled with masks, winged
serpents, and troll-like figures. We
are invited to enter an enchanted
world of myth and legend.

The fagades of many of Riga’s
art nouveau buildings use the female
contour. This may be seen at the
main cornice and corners of this
building. The central mask s
symbolic of freedom, victory, and
the sun.

Some sculptures portray
feminine deep thought, others
coquettish smiles. Above each
window, a female theatrical painless
screaming mouth symbolises beauty
and paradise, in contrast to the male
form with its hellish horse legs.

A knight’s head maintains vigil
to ensure protection of this feminine
grace. The floral and geometrical
arrangement of form with entwined
snakes symbolises vigil and cunning,
whereas the peacock with its
elegant outstretched tail symbolises
happiness.

The main facade of the building
achieves an effervescent presence.
Its source of inspiration is a practical
art in which the creator, Michael
Eisenstein, has immersed himself to
his heart’s delight. From door
handles to lighting fixtures and bell
rings art nouveau distorts all
conventional architectural elements.
Even the windows are not allowed to
be like any others because they
form such a core aspect of the
representational reflection of the
main facade.
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ALBERTA [ELA

Alberta ielas apbuve sakas 1900.
gada, bet jau 1908. gada tika pabeigti
visi ielas nami. Senak te milzu platibas
tika audzétas Holandes liepas Rigas
apstadijumiem. Tas audzéja slavena
vaciesa — V.F.Times darznieciba. Pats
darznieks ieradas Riga no Drézdenes,
lai stradatu Vagnera darznieciba.
Tagadéjo Alberta ielas teritoriju vins
iegadajas 1846. gada.

Pirms ielai pieskirt Rigas dibi-
nataja vardu, tika apsvérta iespéja
to nosaukt par Times ielu, tomér
izskiras par labu biskapam Albertam.

Par to, kada izskatijas musu
nama apkaime senatné — Alberta iela
»jaunibas dienas” - koloritu ieskatu
sniedz Aidas Niedras gramata ,,Pasaules
plauksta”:

,Visa Alberta iela pie namiem turéjas
grezni gaisa lieveni, un saules pusé zaloja
maurs. No mdra preti zibéja vacu
advokatu un arstu balta porcelana
izkartnites.

No ritiem un pécpusdiends te staigdja
ierédni un veikalu kalpotadji, un pie vartiem
stavéja sétnieki ar slotam un vdcelém.
Laikrakstu bada sédéja sarta krieviete ar

Laudis parvietojas lepnds karietés un
smalkos pajlgos.”

Miusdienas ikviens, kas strada vai
dzivo Alberta iela, ar to lepojas. Jau
vairak neka gadsimtu ta ir bagatu un
Latvija pazistami lauzu iela. Saja iela
namus céla vacu fabrikanti un liel-
tirgotaji: Hermansons, Lube, Hilbings.
Alberta iela astonus gadus dzivoja
slavenais latvieSu gleznotajs Janis
Rozentals ar dzivesbiedri somu
dziedataju Elliju Rozentali (Forseli). Te
stradaja un dzivoja Radolfs Blaumanis
un arhitekts Konstantins Pékséns
(vairaku Alberta ielas namu autors).
Bérnibu te aizvadija buvinzZeniera
Mihaila EizensSteina déls slavenais
kinoreZisors Sergejs Eizensteins.

Latvijas brivvalsts gados Alberta
iela dzivoja ari profesors Primanis,
fabrikants Kalnins, lieltirgotajs Rumpitis
un citas ievérojamas personas. Nekur
citur ka tieSi Alberta iela 2008. gada
iegadats visdargakais dzivoklis Latvija.
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ALBERTA STREET

Construction of Alberta iela
commenced in 1900, and by 1908 had
been completed. In earlier times the
area had been an open field on which
Dutch linden trees were grown in the
gardens of W.F. Thieme. He had come
to Riga from Dresden to work in the
employ of Wagner’s Gardens. In 1846
he purchased a property that
included Alberta Street.

Originally, it was proposed to
use the name Thieme Street. Later,
final decision was to name it in
honour of Bishop Albert.

To understand how our area was
seen in earlier times, a vivid descrip-
tion of Alberta Street’s “youth”, may
be found in Aida Niedra’s book “Palm
of the World”:

“All along Alberta Street were porches
and lawns on the sunny side of the street.
White porcelain signs advertised the
services of German lawyers and doctors.
Mornings and evenings, officials and
shopkeepers walked here, and caretakers
stood at gates with brooms and baskets.
In the press kiosk sat a Russian lady with
red-cheeked face and black-lined eyebrows.
People took to their transport in grand
carriages and elegant carts.”

All who work and live in Alberta
iela are proud of it. For more than a
century it has been known as the
street of wealthy and famous people.
Buildings were erected by German
industrialists and traders such as
Hermannsohn, Lubbe, and Hilbing.
The great Latvian painter Janis
Rozentals lived eight years here with
his Finnish wife, the singer Elli
Rozentale (Forsele). The playwright
Rudolfs Blaumanis and the architect
Konstantins Peksens both lived and
worked in this street. Eisenstein’s
famous son, film director Sergei
Eisenstein, spent his childhood here.

During the time of prewar
independent  Latvia, residents
included eminent Professor Primanis,
industrialist Kalnins, and leading retail
trader Rumpitis, among many others.
In 2008, the most expensive apart-
ment in Latvia was purchased in
Alberta iela.




ALBERTA IELAS 13 NAMS

Alberta ielas 13. nama buv-
projekts apstiprinats Rigas pilsétas
bavvaldé 1904. gada 8. junija, bet
jau ap Ziemassvétkiem maja ir zem
jumta.

Jagendstila elementiem par-
bagata nama arpuse fascingé, ari
iekStelpas neatpaliek no fasades.
Telpu planojuma strikti ievérots
zonéjums: ar skatu uz ielu, ar
balkoniem, lodzijam u.c. arhitek-
tdras brinumiem parada saimnieka
varenibu, bet paligtelpu logi iziet uz
pagalmu.

Sakotnéji éka celta istenajam
valsts padomniekam A.Lebedinskim.
Pie vina pulcgjas inteligenti laudis,
ari ievérojami ta laika politiki.

Ka Tres nams tas pastav lidz XX
gadsimta 20. gadiem, kad taja tiek
ierikota Latvijas Politiska parvalde.

Péc otra pasaules kara uz
vairakiem gadu desmitiem namam
atkal uzrodas cits saimnieks -
Baltijas kara apgabala robezsardzes
komandantura.

Jauni laiki ékai sakas 1995.
gada, kad to nopérk Sorosa fonds-
Latvija, kas péc trim gadiem namu
uzdavina Rigas Juridiskajai augst-
skolai. 1998. gada Alberta ielas 13.
nams tiek ieklauts valsts nozimes
aizsargajamo kultaras piemineklu
saraksta.

2001. gada notiek sviniga ékas
inauguracijas ceremonija, kuras
laika visi var iepazities ar pirmo
pilniba restauréto jagendstila celtni
Riga.
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THE BUILDING AT ALBERTA 13

Construction plans for Alberta
iela 13 were approved by the Riga
City Council on 8 June 1904. By
Christmas the building was already
roofed.

The art nouveau extravaganza
on the exterior of the building is no
less evident within the structure.
Street views, balconies, loggias and
other architectural wonders showed
off the wealth of the owners, while
the windows of secondary rooms
faced the courtyard.

The building was built for
councillor A. Lebedinski, who was
host to the intelligentsia as well as
to notable politicians of the time.

As a building, it was leased out
until the 1920s, when it came to
house the Latvian  Political
Administration.

After the Second World War,
and for the next several decades,
the building served as the
command centre of the Baltic
Military District Border Guard.

A new era for the building
began in 1995 when it was
purchased by the Soros Foundation-
Latvia, which just three years later
donated it to the Riga Graduate
School of Law (RGSL). In 1998, the
building was placed on the Heritage
Protection List of the State.

The 2001 inauguration festivities
enabled many people to explore
this first completely restored art
nouveau building in Riga.
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